Maharashtra with a geographical area of 9.4% of India constitutes of about 10.2% of the total workers of the country. Employment in the state has changed remarkably from 1961 to 2001with greater employment being generated by the non-agricultural activities than the agricultural and allied activities. This paper studies the employment scenario of Maharashtra with respect to classification of workforce according to location, employment in different activities, gender and levels of education and suggests that employment generation in non-agricultural activities especially in rural areas will provide a lot of respite to the rural population and lead to a holistic development of the state.
Division, Konkan Division, Nashik Division, Nagpur Division and Pune Division. 1 (primary sector). The employment in manufacturing sector (i.e., secondary sector) was 45.8 lakh (10.6 per cent), whereas, in tertiary or services sector it was 123 lakh (28.5 per cent). Despite employing high labour, the value addition by the primary sector to the State's gross domestic product (GSDP) is only 15%, whereas, services account for nearly three-fifth of the total GSDP and secondary sector accounts for little over one-fourth of income (26%). Agriculture, industry and services form the three pillars of economy of the state for three different reasons. Agriculture -because it provides employment to a sizeable population, manufacturing -because it contributes over 25% of state GDP with several hubs in the state and lastly services -as it has shown consistent growth over the last 3-4 decades and contributes nearly 60% to GSDP. In fact for a high growth of the State's GDP, good performance is needed for all the three sectors.
Employment is an important item in the developmental process of the country. Provisions for increasing employment opportunities both in urban and rural areas to solve the problem of unemployment has been recognized as an important objective of economic planning in India.
Any individual's status in the employment market depends on the skills and capabilities, knowledge of the market for employment, mobility, expected remuneration and willingness as 3 The table shows that a total of 42.5% population was engaged in economic activities. In rural areas, the WPR was 48.9% whereas in urban areas, a total of 33.8
% population was engaged in economic activities. Amongst the male population in Maharashtra, 53.3% were engaged in various economic activities from both rural and urban areas. WPR for males in rural areas was 53.9% and in urban areas was 52.4%. WPR for females in Maharashtra in both urban and rural areas was 30.8%. Out of the total females in rural areas, 43.6% were engaged in economic activities while in urban areas it was only 12.6%. This means WPR is higher for males than females and is higher in rural areas than in urban areas of the state. While WPR for males is quite consistent in both urban and rural areas, it is significantly high for females in rural areas than in urban areas. The data clearly reveals that women in rural areas actively participate in the economic activities for their livelihood as compared to their counterparts in urban areas.
3 Economic Activity: Any activity that results in production of goods and services that adds value to national product is considered as economic activity. Such activities include production of all goods and services for market,
i.e., production for pay or profit and the production of primary commodities for own consumption and own account production of fixed assets, among the non-market activities. people fail to find gainful employment in agriculture and Maharashtra being an industrially developed state, employment generation in non-agricultural activities has attracted the workers to shift from agriculture to non-agricultural activities. Therefore, both pull and push factors can be responsible for such a shift of people to non-agricultural activities. A brief account of the distribution of workers in different sectors in Maharashtra shows that employment growth in agriculture has declined but still constitutes about 25% of the total main workers of the state.
Though employment elasticities have declined in most sectors, yet in some sectors like construction, trade and transport, they continue to be really high. Even though their share in employment is still small as compared to agriculture and manufacturing, a faster growth of these sectors will lead to an increase in the overall employment growth. functioning of these activities. Focusing on non-agricultural activities will certainly reduce the pressure on agriculture to provide additional employment to the ever increasing population. On the contrary, in urban areas, 96.8% males and 90.3% females are engaged in non-agricultural activities and a merely 3.2% males and 9.7% females are engaged in agricultural activities. 
C. Conclusion
Maharashtra is economically among the most developed states in the country. It is the third largest state (in area) in India and supports about 9.4% of the total population of the country. It constitutes about 10.2% of the total workers of the country.
The overall employment rate in the state is much higher as compared to the other states. Series of [2] . There is also drought-driven migration happening in the state where truckloads of villagers have been migrating from water-starved parts of the state to cities like Mumbai, Pune and Kolhapur in search for livelihood as these people prefer to migrate to cities rather than choosing NREGA [3] .
The small base of non-agricultural sector in the large rural population indicates the employment potential in this sector. Activities in non-agricultural sector in rural areas have to be promoted and excessive dependence on agricultural sector should be reduced for better quality of employment and incomes. Occupational diversification in rural areas will solve the problem of disguised and seasonal unemployment and will be a step towards inclusive growth in the state.
The State Government has taken a lot of initiatives to provide additional employment opportunities in rural and backward areas like implementation of Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS), NREGS etc. With regard to the NREGA, Maharashtra did not witness as much curiosity & concern as the other states; simply because Maharashtra has been a trendsetter in such progressive policy initiatives & the state has a long experience in implementing the Employment Guarantee Scheme, the first of its kind in the country.
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The unemployment rate in urban areas was 11.46% in 1999-00 which was higher than rural areas where it was 10.27%. Excessive migration from rural to urban areas might be responsible for this situation. Efforts should be made to generate higher productive employment in rural areas through various employment schemes, programmes and conscious policy interventions. Faster development of non-agricultural activities, especially in the rural areas will be helpful in checking rural-to-urban migration. For this, such a policy is required in which active state intervention is directed towards generating non-agricultural jobs and improving the access of rural people to them. However, there is a need for in-depth studies to understand the type of activities pursued and their productivity level, potential areas, problems and policies associated with it.
Prof. A. Lewis, in his "Theory of Unlimited Supply of Labour", said that in less developed countries there is an excess supply of labour over its demand because of rapidly growing population in these countries. Consequently these countries face the problems of unemployment, underemployment, disguised unemployment and the likes. He advocated that if some workers are withdrawn from the primary or subsistence sector and are willing to work in the capitalist sector at the prevailing wage rate, their marginal productivity would be higher and this will lead to 6 NREGA Maharashtra State: Status Report.
higher profits in the capitalist sector. Similarly, according to Prof. Nurkse-"Theory of Disguised Unemployment", in less developed countries more workers are engaged in farming than needed and this excess number of workers do not add anything to the farming output. Since their marginal productivity in agriculture is zero, these people can be withdrawn from agriculture and engaged in capital projects like irrigation works, construction of roads and dams and other social overheads in the country. The contribution to output by these workers when engaged in capital output would add to national product. Thus all that is added to the national product is the surplus generated on account of productive employment of earlier unproductive workers [4] . On the basis of these theories, it can be said that if rural people are shifted to non-farm / non-agricultural sector for employment or if there is a structural transformation of occupation in rural areas, it will certainly increase their productivity, add to national product and thus solve the problems of unemployment and poverty and help in improving their socio-economic conditions in rural areas. 
